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March 2000 Hot Topics 

Hot Topics: Income Tax Preparation and Assistance on the Web 

March's Hot Topics is dedicated to those who need help in the preparation of their 1999 federal and state 
income tax returns. 

Note: Many tax forms and publications are available in Adobe's PDF format only. The freely available 



Adobe Acrobat Reader 



is needed to read and print PDF files. This can pose a problem for Internet 



users who cannot download or view PDF files. You may obtain IRS form via fax from El 040 . 
Best Places to Start 

Essential Link - Taxes - This is the most comprehensive and has the best organized collection of tax 
websites on the Internet. The major categories include: Major Tax Sites; Forms; International Taxation; 
Tips; Commercial Tax Sites; Discussion Groups; News and Newsletters; and Tax Software. Start with 
this website for your tax research. 

Yahoo Finance - This is another comprehensive web page of tax-related information. 

Snap Tax Center - The Snap search engine also has an excellent collection of tax-related websites. 



IRS Forms and Publications 



The IRS provides its forms and publications on-line. 



IRS forms : (http ://www. irs.ustreas . go v/prod/forms_pubs/ forms .html) 

A compilation of IRS forms you'll need to file your taxes. 

IRS Publications : (http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/prod/forms_pubs/pubs.shtml) 

A comprehensive set of publications to answer your specific tax questions. 
Check out the following publications (Note: these publications are contain 
hypertext links for easy navigation): 

• Pub 3 - Armed Forces Tax Guide 

• Pub 4 - A Student's Guide to Federal Income Tax 

• Pub 1 7 - Your Federal Income Tax - This is the key publication for 
individuals. 

• Pub 54 - Tax Guide for U.S. Citizens and Residents Abroad 

• Pub 334 - Tax Guide for Small Business (Schedule "C" filers) Use Form 
1040-ES to estimate your taxes. 

• Pub 519 - U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens 

• Pub 1542 - Per Diem Rates 
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• For tax professionals, the Internal Revenue Manual is now on-line. 

For individuals, IRS now has inter-active tax tables for taxable income under $100,000 and 
non-interactive tax rate schedules for incomes over $100,000. 

Note: Starting January 1 5, 1999, taxpayers may pay the balance due by credit 
card. Call 1-888-2PAY-TAX and arrange to pay your 1998 federal income 
taxes with either a MasterCard, Discover or American Express card. Visa has 
not yet agreed to participate in this program. Your credit card company will set 
the fees for this service. The IRS receives the payment amount, but not the 
credit card number used. This service is available regardless of whether 
electronic or paper returns are filed. 

Starting February 28, 1999, taxpayers may use their computer to make a credit 
card payment on their 1998 taxes, although this pilot program is limited to 
"e-filers" using Intuit tax preparation software and a Discover card. 

The IRS push for e-filing is pervasive. Witness this inter-active program for 
young adults, jointly developed by IRS and the Tax Section of the American 
Bar Association. 



State Forms and Publications 

California Tax Forms : Go to the California Franchise Tax Board's website for the latest 
forms. The homepage has general information on taxes filing and legislation. 

Other State Tax Forms - The website 1040.com has links to those state tax forms on the 
Web. 



Tax Prophet 

Also, be sure to review these Tax Prophet FAQ's before filing your returns: 

FAQ: April IK 1999 - Paying Taxes Due; 6 Ways to Save During 1999. 

FAQ: March 28, 1999 - Eight Last-Minute Items to Consider When Filing Your 
Return 

FAQ: March 14, 1999 - Top 5 Tax Breaks for 1998 

Hot Topics: March, 1999 - Twenty-One Items to Consider Before Filing Your 
1998 Tax Return 

The Tax Prophet's Cvbersurfing section contains the leading web gateways for locating 
other tax-related web sites and tax information. Use it as a tax research tool. 
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• For tax professionals, the Internal Revenue Manual is now on-line. 

For individuals, IRS now has inter-active tax tables for taxable income under $100,000 and 
non-interactive tax rate schedules for incomes over $100,000. 

Note: Starting January 15, 1999, taxpayers may pay the balance due by credit 
card. Call 1-888-2PAY-TAX and arrange to pay your 1998 federal income 
taxes with either a MasterCard, Discover or American Express card. Visa has 
not yet agreed to participate in this program. Your credit card company will set 
the fees for this service. The IRS receives the payment amount, but not the 
credit card number used. This service is available regardless of whether 
electronic or paper returns are filed. 

Starting February 28, 1999, taxpayers may use their computer to make a credit 
card payment on their 1998 taxes, although this pilot program is limited to 
"e-filers" using Intuit tax preparation software and a Discover card. 

The IRS push for e-filing is pervasive. Witness this inter-active program for 
young adults, jointly developed by IRS and the Tax Section of the American 
Bar Association. 



State Forms and Publications 

California Tax Forms : Go to the California Franchise Tax Board's website for the latest 
forms. The homepage has general information on taxes filing and legislation. 

Other State Tax Forms - The website 1040.com has links to those state tax forms on the 
Web. 



Tax Prophet 

Also, be sure to review these Tax Prophet FAQ's before filing your returns: 

FAQ: April 1L 1999 - Paying Taxes Due; 6 Ways to Save During 1999. 

FAQ: March 28, 1999 - Eight Last-Minute Items to Consider When Filing Your 
Return 

FAQ: March 14, 1999 - Top 5 Tax Breaks for 1998 

Hot Topics: March, 1999 - Twenty-One Items to Consider Before Filing Your 
1998 Tax Return 

The Tax Prophet's Cvbersurfing section contains the leading web gateways for locating 
other tax-related web sites and tax information. Use it as a tax research tool. 



2 of 4 



5/17/04 4:36 AM 



March 2000 Hot Topic: Tax preparation and filing websites for 1999 taxes 



http://www.taxprophet.com/hot/mar2000.htm 



If you think you are immune from paying taxes or believe there is a simple fool-proof way 
to avoid you tax obligations, there are plenty of cyber-thieves eager to take your money and 
leave you in financial ruin. Check out the Tax Prophet's Trust Scam Bulletin Board before 
you become victimized. 



Tax Advice Websites 

Taxweb: A gateway website with an excellent FAQ section . 

Check out Microsoft's entre into the tax arena - MSM Money Central 

For U.S. taxpayers living abroad, check out the Expatriate InfoCenter for tax advice and 
filing requirements. 

Quicken Tax financial center also has answers to common tax inquiries. 



On-Line Tax Calculators 

For a free full-scale Java Form 1040 application, check out NetTax '9X tax calculation 
program. 

For a simple approximation of your tax liability, try the "Quickie Tax Calculator" by 
E-1040 . There is a suite of java-based financial calculators at this site. 

If you are looking for a suite of tax and financial calculators, the financial calculators at 
Moneyadvisor .com should fit the bill. 



On-Line Tax Preparation and Filing 

For $9.95, you can file your Federal income taxes usin g Turbo Tax Online or Tax Cut 
Online . 

If you file a Form 1040EZ, you might be eligible to file your taxes using a touch-tone 
telephone. For details, here is the IRS's webpage . 



Professional Tax Assistance 

If you are looking for tax professionals to prepare and file your tax return, contact the 
following organizations: 
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On-Line Tax Preparation and Filing 

For $9.95, you can file your Federal income taxes using Turbo Tax Online or Tax Cut 
Online . 

If you file a Form 1040EZ, you might be eligible to file your taxes using a touch-tone 
telephone. For details, here is the IRS's webpage . 



Professional Tax Assistance 

If you are looking for tax professionals to prepare and file your tax return, contact the 
following organizations: 



3 of 4 



5/17/04 4:36 AM 



March 2000 Hot Topic: Tax preparation and filing websites for 1999 taxes 



http://www.taxprophet.com/hot/mar2000.htm 



American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 

National Association of Tax Practitioners 

Need to locate a tax preparer close to where you live or work? Use the Yahoo Yellow Pages to find one 
located near you. Looking for a list of tax preparer or tax information on the web? Yahoo is the place to 
start. 



Home | Who We Are | What's New | Search | Contact Us | Subscribe i 



f Tax Columns ! f Tax Publications ] [ Tax Hound ] f lnteractice Adds ! r Cvber Surfing 1 



All contents copyright © 1995-2003 Robert L. Sommers, attorney-at-law. All rights reserved. This internet site provides info 
general nature for educational purposes only and is not intended to be legal or tax advice. This information has not been u 
reflect subsequent changes in the law, if any. Your particular facts and circumstances, and changes in the law, must be cons 
applying U.S. tax law. You should always consult with a competent tax professional licensed in your state with respect to you 

situation. The Tax Prophet® is a registered trademark of Robert L. Sommers. 
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Hot Topics: Income Tax Preparation and Assistance on the Web 

March's Hot Topics is dedicated to those who need help in the preparation of their 1999 federal and state 
income tax returns. 



Note: Many tax forms and 



Dublications are available in Adobe's PDF format only. The freely available 



Adobe Acrobat Reader 



is needed to read and print PDF files. This can pose a problem for Internet 



users who cannot download or view PDF files. You may obtain IRS form via fax from El 040 . 
Best Places to Start 

Essential Link - Taxes - This is the most comprehensive and has the best organized collection of tax 
websites on the Internet. The major categories include: Major Tax Sites; Forms; International Taxation; 
Tips; Commercial Tax Sites; Discussion Groups; News and Newsletters; and Tax Software. Start with 
this website for your tax research. 

Yahoo Finance - This is another comprehensive web page of tax-related information. 

Snap Tax Center - The Snap search engine also has an excellent collection of tax-related websites. 

IRS Forms and Publications 

The IRS provides its forms and publications on-line. 

IRS forms : (http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/prod/forms_pubs/forms.html) 

A compilation of IRS forms you'll need to file your taxes. 

IRS Publications : (http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/prod/forms_pubs/pubs.shtml) 

A comprehensive set of publications to answer your specific tax questions. 
Check out the following publications (Note: these publications are contain 
hypertext links for easy navigation): 



• Pub 3 - Armed Forces Tax Guide 

• Pub 4 - A Student's Guide to Federal Income Tax 

• Pub 17 - Your Federal Income Tax - This is the key publication for 
individuals. 

• Pub 54 - Tax Guide for U.S. Citizens and Residents Abroad 

• Pub 334 - Tax Guide for Small Business (Schedule "C" filers) Use Form 
1040-ES to estimate your taxes. 

• Pub 519 - U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens 

• Pub 1542 - Per Diem Rates 
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• For tax professionals, the Internal Revenue Manual is now on-line. 

For individuals, IRS now has inter-active tax tables for taxable income under $100,000 and 
non-interactive tax rate schedules for incomes over $100,000. 

Note: Starting January 15, 1999, taxpayers may pay the balance due by credit 
card. Call 1-888-2PAY-TAX and arrange to pay your 1998 federal income 
taxes with either a MasterCard, Discover or American Express card. Visa has 
not yet agreed to participate in this program. Your credit card company will set 
the fees for this service. The IRS receives the payment amount, but not the 
credit card number used. This service is available regardless of whether 
electronic or paper returns are filed. 

Starting February 28, 1999, taxpayers may use their computer to make a credit 
card payment on their 1998 taxes, although this pilot program is limited to 
"e-filers" using Intuit tax preparation software and a Discover card. 

The IRS push for e-filing is pervasive. Witness this inter-active program for 
young adults, jointly developed by IRS and the Tax Section of the American 
Bar Association. 



State Forms and Publications 

California Tax Forms : Go to the California Franchise Tax Board's website for the latest 
forms. The homepage has general information on taxes filing and legislation. 

Other State Tax Forms - The website 1040.com has links to those state tax forms on the 
Web. 



Tax Prophet 

Also, be sure to review these Tax Prophet FAQ's before filing your returns: 

FAQ: April 11, 1999 - Paying Taxes Due; 6 Ways to Save During 1999. 

FAQ: March 28, 1999 - Eight Last-Minute Items to Consider When Filing Your 
Return 

FAQ: March 14, 1999 - Top 5 Tax Breaks for 1998 

Hot Topics: March, 1999 - Twenty-One Items to Consider Before Filing Your 
1998 Tax Return 

The Tax Prophet's Cvbersurfing section contains the leading web gateways for locating 
other tax-related web sites and tax information. Use it as a tax research tool. 
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If you think you are immune from paying taxes or believe there is a simple fool-proof way 
to avoid you tax obligations, there are plenty of cyber-thieves eager to take your money and 
leave you in financial ruin. Check out the Tax Prophet's Trust Scam Bulletin Board before 
you become victimized. 



Tax Advice Websites 

Taxweb: A gateway website with an excellent FAQ section . 

Check out Microsoft's entre into the tax arena - MSM Money Central 

For U.S. taxpayers living abroad, check out the Expatriate InfoCenter for tax advice and 
filing requirements. 

Quicken Tax financial center also has answers to common tax inquiries. 



On-Line Tax Calculators 

For a free full-scale Java Form 1 040 application, check out NetTax f 9X tax calculation 
program. 

For a simple approximation of your tax liability, try the "Quickie Tax Calculator" by 
E-1040 . There is a suite of java-based financial calculators at this site. 

If you are looking for a suite of tax and financial calculators, the financial calculators at 
Moneyadvisor .com should fit the bill. 



On-Line Tax Preparation and Filing 

For $9.95, you can file your Federal income taxes usin g Turbo Tax Online or Tax Cut 
Online . 

If you file a Form 1040EZ, you might be eligible to file your taxes using a touch-tone 
telephone. For details, here is the IRS's webpage . 



Professional Tax Assistance 

If you are looking for tax professionals to prepare and file your tax return, contact the 
following organizations: 
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On-Line Tax Preparation and Filing 

For $9.95, you can file your Federal income taxes using Turbo Tax Online or Tax Cut 
Online . 
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American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 

National Association of Tax Practitioners 

Need to locate a tax preparer close to where you live or work? Use the Yahoo Yellow Pages to find one 
located near you. Looking for a list of tax preparer or tax information on the web? Yahoo is the place to 
start. 




All contents copyright © 1995-2003 Robert L. Sommers, attorney-at-law. All rights reserved. This internet site provides info 
general nature for educational purposes only and is not intended to be legal or tax advice. This information has not been u 
reflect subsequent changes in the law, if any. Your particular facts and circumstances, and changes in the law, must be cons 
applying U.S. tax law. You should always consult with a competent tax professional licensed in your state with respect to you 

situation. The Tax Prophet® is a registered trademark of Robert L. Sommers. 
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Filing your taxes was never easier! 



http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/efile/index.html 




Internal Revenue Service IRS.gov 



OEPAHMEIITOF IKE TREASURY 



..Home I Tax Stats I About IRS I Careers 



The Newsroom I Accessibility I Site Map | Espanol 



1 




Formsand W&smfrM 



arch Forms arid j. 
blil^lifpr: 




lTiptfiorsua»^ul searching 



I 





Home > e-file 



inforimatiDijifpr: 



EBusinesses* 



:6h^ities1&!Non4f?nofitsS 



? <3ov^irnmehtEntities|i' : l : I^ ||| 
TaxfRrofessionals ■ 
RetiremehfiPlans 



J 



fresomrices 



|^ H D hi' f' 

Forms and Publications 



Contact 



rjre'quentiy^sked 



Taxpayer Advocate a 



Filing your taxes was never easier! 



The information on this website is intended to help Individuals, Businesses, Tax Profess 
Charities and Nonprofits, and Software Developers find alternatives to paper returns. 

e-///e for Individual Taxpayers 

A quick, easy, smart way to get your taxes where you want them to be — Done! 
Check out Free File your link to free online filing. 

e-file for Business and Self-Em ployed Taxpayers 

Electronic filing and payment options for businesses including employment taxes, inform 
returns, partnerships, corporations, and estates & trusts. 

e-file for Charities & Nonprofits 

Electronic filing options for tax-exempt organizations. 

e-file for Tax Professionals 

IRS e-file information for tax professionals, including answers to frequently asked quest 
Several online e-services products are now available including the online e-file applicati 

e-file for Software Developers/Transmitters 

For individual and business e-file programs. Includes XML Schemas - downloadable zip 
files and other useful information for Software Developers and Transmitters. 



Electronic Federal Tax Payment System (EFTPS) 
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Filing your taxes was never easier! 



The information on this website is intended to help Individuals, Businesses, Tax Profess 
Charities and Nonprofits, and Software Developers find alternatives to paper returns. 



e-f/7e for Individual Taxpayers 

A quick, easy, smart way to get your taxes where you want them to be ■ 
Check out Free File your link to free online filing. 



Done! 



e-f/7e for Business and Self-Employed Taxpayers 

Electronic filing and payment options for businesses including employment taxes, inform 
returns, partnerships, corporations, and estates & trusts. 

e-file for Charities & Nonprofits 

Electronic filing options for tax-exempt organizations. 

e-f/'/e for Tax Professionals 

IRS e-file information for tax professionals, including answers to frequently asked quest 
Several online e-services products are now available including the online e-file applicati 

e-file for Software Developers/Transmitters 

For individual and business e-file programs. Includes XML Schemas - downloadable zip 
files and other useful information for Software Developers and Transmitters. 
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Forms and Instructions 



To retrieve an item please follow these steps: 

• Select a file format. For additional information about a format click on the forma 
name below. (PDF format allows you to view your form electronically on most 
computers. The freely available Adobe Acrobat reader is required to view and pr 
PDF files.) 

• Select the file(s) you wish to receive. To select multiple items, hold the contro 
button down while selecting. 

• Press the 'Review Selected Files' button. A results page will be displayed with 
to the file(s) you requested. 

• Select the file title to retrieve. 



Note: we will begin merging fill-in forms with our main Forms and Instructions list on 
December 1 , 2003. Fill-in forms allow you to enter information while the form is displaye 
an Adobe Acrobat product and then print the completed form for your records and for fil 
with the IRS. 

Please review the Fill-in Forms Instructions for software requirements and detailed 
instructions on usage. Caution: the Acrobat Reader does not allow you to save your fil 
form to disk. 



Help and Information: 

• Frequently Asked Downloading and Printing Questions . 

• Don't know the form number? Use our forms and publications search page and f 
by entering keywords. 

• Help viewing or printing fill-in forms. 

• If you are a Macintosh Netscape 4.7 user select here . 



Current File Format: pdf 
See a list of available sgml (Instructions Only) files. 

What is a PDF file? 
What is an SGML file? 



2003 Form CT-1 Employees Annual Railroad Retirement Tax Re... 
2003 Inst CT-1 Instructions 

0104 Form CT-2 Employee Representative's Quarterly Railroad... 
0504 Form FinCEN101 Suspicious Activity Report - Securities ... 
0504 Form FinCEN101A Suspicious Activity Report - Securities... 
1203 Form FinCEN103N Currency Transaction Report by Casinos.. 
0703 Form FinCEN105 Report of International Transportation o... 
0403 Form FinCEN102 Suspicious Activity Report - Casinos and... 
0403 Form FinCEN102A Instructions 

0303 Form FinCEN103 Currency Transaction Report by Casinos 

1203 Form FinCEN104 Currency Transaction Report 

0502 Form SS-10 Consent to Extend Time to Assess Employment . 
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Forms and Instructions 



To retrieve an item please follow these steps: 

• Select a file format. For additional information about a format click on the forma 
name below. (PDF format allows you to view your form electronically on most 
computers. The freely available Adobe Acrobat reader is required to view and pr 
PDF files.) 

• Select the file(s) you wish to receive. To select multiple items, hold the contro 
button down while selecting. 

• Press the 'Review Selected Files' button. A results page will be displayed with 
to the file(s) you requested. 

• Select the file title to retrieve. 



Note: we will begin merging fill-in forms with our main Forms and Instructions list on 
December 1, 2003. Fill-in forms allow you to enter information while the form is displaye 
an Adobe Acrobat product and then print the completed form for your records and for til 
with the IRS. 

Please review the Fill-in Forms Instructions for software requirements and detailed 
instructions on usage. Caution: the Acrobat Reader does not allow you to save your fil 
form to disk. 



Help and Information: 

• Frequently Asked Downloading and Printing Questions . 

• Don't know the form number? Use our forms and publications search page and f 
by entering keywords. 

• Help viewing or printing fill-in forms. 

• If you are a Macintosh Netscape 4.7 user select here . 



Current File Format: pdf 
See a list of available sgml (Instructions Only) files. 

What is a PDF file? 
What is an SGML file? 



2003 Form CT-1 Employer's Annual Railroad Retirement Tax Re... 
2003 Inst CT-1 Instructions 

0104 Form CT-2 Employee Representative's Quarterly Railroad... 
0504 Form FinCEN101 Suspicious Activity Report - Securities ... 
0504 Form FinCEN101A Suspicious Activity Report - Securities... 
1203 Form FinCEN103N Currency Transaction Report by Casinos. 
0703 Form FinCEN105 Report of International Transportation o... 
0403 Form FinCEN102 Suspicious Activity Report - Casinos and... 
0403 Form FinCEN102A Instructions 

0303 Form FinCEN103 Currency Transaction Report by Casinos 

1203 Form FinCEN104 Currency Transaction Report 

0502 Form SS-10 Consent to Extend Time to Assess Employment 
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0502 Form SS-10 Consent to Extend Time to Assess Employment . 
0102 Form SS-16 Certificate of Election of Coverage 
0903 Inst SS-4 Instructions 

1201 Form SS-4 Application for Employer Identification Numb... 
0903 Inst SS-4PR Instrucciones 

1201 Form SS-4PR Solicitud de Numero de Identificacion Patr... 
1 102 Form SS-5 Application for a Social Security Number Car... 
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| Clear Selections 
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0502 Form SS-10 Consent to Extend Time to Assess Employment . 
0102 Form SS-16 Certificate of Election of Coverage 
0903 Inst SS-4 Instructions 

1201 Form SS-4 Application for Employer Identification Numb... 
0903 Inst SS-4PR Instrucciones 

1201 Form SS-4PR Solicitud de Numero de Identificacion Patr... 
1 102 Form SS-5 Application for a Social Security Number Car... 
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Forms W-2 Are Required 



http://www.irs. ustreas.gov/efi le/article/0„id=97 1 47,00.html 




Internal Revenue Service IRS.gov 



DEPARTMENT OF THE TRCA5URV 



..Home I Tax Stats I About IRS I Careers 



The Newsroom I Accessibilit 




i ?|i 

I Search Fonti!sand ! 
Publicat oris for: ll 



infdrma|io;n|fbr: IM 

*Busih^ses«: i 4*J!|;|| ' 



iTiplTorlsuc^sstuii^arching 



i 



■1 



mm 



. 



ill 



Charities ^NohlBrdfits 



^Goveitrimef^ f ^ ^ 



Retirement Plans 



e-file 

Eormstahd Publications 



Where Tqi File! J 
Contact My- Lo^l Office 



irit^quehtiy;Ask^^uestions 
Taxpayer^dvbcatel i „ -llil 



Forms W-2 Are Required 



When filing electronically taxpayers must provide Forms W-2, W-2G, and 1099-R to the 
Authorized IRS e-file Provider before the Provider sends the electronic return to the IRS. 
Providers are prohibited from submitting electronic returns to the IRS prior to receipt of a 
Forms W-2, W-2G, and 1099-R from the taxpayer. Taxpayers filing electronic returns usi 
personal computer enter the data from the forms into the electronic filing software 
themselves. This is similar to the attachment of Forms W-2, W-2G, and 1099-R to the fa 
paper tax returns. Taxpayers who have not received Forms W-2 from their employers an 
want to know what to do may obtain information here. 



IRS Privacy Policy | Contact Us 



1 of 1 



5/17/04 4:38 AM 



Forms W-2 Are Required 



http://www. irs.ustreas.gov/efile/article/0„id=97 1 47,00. html 




Internal Revenue Service IRS.gov 



DC PAJtTMENT OF THE TREASURY 



..Home I Tax Stats I About IRS I Careers I FOIA I The Newsroom 



IStlsS* : ii%tlfti 



jSearch^orms and 



■I 




ilil 



ppiiilillipt,. 

Tips for successful searching 



_^ 



p^ipiflllifl 

i hfbrrftaii@fi* fontflf 

Individuals 



Businesses 




©haritiesWNdn^rofits 



Government Entitles 



iRetirementPlaris^j"!!;!*]!:!! f 



iKetirement nans 

■ . • ■ 

^^^.^^Als^ 



- - — ! 

|IllMM^iaiM^iiII|(llwitlpllt^ 

iresources^^-jr 




Where To File 



Eriquently Asked Questions 



IfaxpaverMdvbcate 



:f|p| 



Forms W-2 Are Required 



When filing electronically taxpayers must provide Forms W-2, W-2G, and 1099-R to the 
Authorized IRS e-file Provider before the Provider sends the electronic return to the IRS. 
Providers are prohibited from submitting electronic returns to the IRS prior to receipt of a 
Forms W-2, W-2G, and 1099-R from the taxpayer. Taxpayers filing electronic returns usi 
personal computer enter the data from the forms into the electronic filing software 
themselves. This is similar to the attachment of Forms W-2, W-2G, and 1099-R to the fa 
paper tax returns. Taxpayers who have not received Forms W-2 from their employers an 
want to know what to do may obtain information here. 
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Topic 154 - 2003 Forms W-2 and Form 1099-R (What to Do if Not Received) 

In general, employers/payers must provide employees with 2003 Form W-2 (PDF), 
Wage and Tax Statement, Form 1 099-R (PDF), Distributions From Pensions, 
Annuities, Retirements or Profit-Sharing Plans, IRA's, Insurance Contracts; Form 
1099-INT (PDF), Interest Income, or Form 1099-M1SC (PDF), Miscellaneous Incom 
by January 31 1 2004. Employers/payers have the option of making the information 
available on a website. However, if you leave your employer before the end of the 
calendar year, and request your Form W-2 or Form 1099-R at that time, your 
employer must provide your form within 30 days of your request. If you do not recei 
Form W-2 or Form 1099-R, you still must file your return on time. 

Therefore, after January 31 , 2004, if you have not received Form W-2 or Form 
1099-R, or the information on a website, or received an incorrect form or informatio 
you should contact your employer/payer. You may not have received your form 
because of an incorrect or incomplete address. Be sure to verify the address used i 
already mailed. If the form was returned to your employer/payer because of an 
incorrect address, or never mailed, and the employer/payer intends to issue or re-m 
allow a reasonable amount of time for this action to occur before calling the IRS for 
help. 

After February 14, 2004, the IRS will help you obtain the missing forms. Call 
1-800-829-1040. Be prepared to provide your name, address (including zip code), 
phone number, Social Security Number, and dates of employment and the name, 
address (including zip code), and phone number of the employer/payer. 

The IRS will send the employer/payer a Form 4598, Form W-2, Form 1098 (PDF) o 
Form 1099, Not Received, Incorrect, or Lost. You will receive a copy, along with Fo 
4852 (PDF), Substitute for Form W-2 or Form 1099-R, and a Form 1040X (PDF), 
Amended U.S. Individual Income Tax Return. If you do not receive the Form W-2 or 
Form 1099-R in sufficient time to file timely, you may file using Form 4852. 

If you later receive a Form W-2 or Form 1099-R, after your return is filed using 
substitute information, and the information differs from the information reported on y 
return, you must file an amended return. For more information on amending your 
return, refer to Topic 308 . 
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Topic 154 - 2003 Forms W-2 and Form 1099-R (What to Do if Not Received) 

In general, employers/payers must provide employees with 2003 Form W-2 (PDF), 
Wage and Tax Statement, Form 1099-R (PDF), Distributions From Pensions, 
Annuities, Retirements or Profit-Sharing Plans, IRA's, Insurance Contracts; Form 
1099-1 NT (PDF), Interest Income, or Form 1099-MISC (PDF), Miscellaneous Incom 
by January 31, 2004. Employers/payers have the option of making the information 
available on a website. However, if you leave your employer before the end of the 
calendar year, and request your Form W-2 or Form 1099-R at that time, your 
employer must provide your form within 30 days of your request. If you do not recei 
Form W-2 or Form 1099-R, you still must file your return on time. 

Therefore, after January 31, 2004, if you have not received Form W-2 or Form 
1099-R, or the information on a website, or received an incorrect form or informatio 
you should contact your employer/payer. You may not have received your form 
because of an incorrect or incomplete address. Be sure to verify the address used i 
already mailed. If the form was returned to your employer/payer because of an 
incorrect address, or never mailed, and the employer/payer intends to issue or re-m 
allow a reasonable amount of time for this action to occur before calling the IRS for 
help. 

After February 14, 2004, the IRS will help you obtain the missing forms. Call 
1-800-829-1040. Be prepared to provide your name, address (including zip code), 
phone number, Social Security Number, and dates of employment and the name, 
address (including zip code), and phone number of the employer/payer. 

The IRS will send the employer/payer a Form 4598, Form W-2, Form 1098 (PDF) o 
Form 1099, Not Received, Incorrect, or Lost You will receive a copy, along with Fo 
4852 (PDF), Substitute for Form W-2 or Form 1099-R, and a Form 1040X (PDF), 
Amended U.S. Individual Income Tax Return. If you do not receive the Form W-2 or 
Form 1099-R in sufficient time to file timely, you may file using Form 4852. 

If you later receive a Form W-2 or Form 1099-R, after your return is filed using 
substitute information, and the information differs from the information reported on y 
return, you must file an amended return. For more information on amending your 
return, refer to Topic 308 . 
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Where's My Refund? 




You filed your tax return and you're expecting a 
refund. You have just one question and you wa 
the answer now - Where's My Refund? 

Access this secure Web site to find out if the IR 
received your return and whether your refund w 
processed and sent to you. 



To get to your refund status, you'll need to provide the following information as shown on 
your return: 

• Your Social Security Number (or IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification Number) 

• Your Filing Status, (Single, Married Filing Joint Return, Married Filing Separate 
Return, Head of Household, or Qualifying Widow(er)) 

• The Refund amount (It is important to enter the refund amount exactly as it is sho 
on your return in order for our computer system to retrieve your data) 

Okay now, Where's My Refund ? 

Note: If you have trouble while using this application, please check the Requirements to 
make sure you have the correct browser software for this application to function properly 
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Where's My Refund? 




You filed your tax return and you're expecting a 
refund. You have just one question and you wa 
the answer now - Where's My Refund? 

Access this secure Web site to find out if the IR 
received your return and whether your refund w 
processed and sent to you. 



To get to your refund status, you'll need to provide the following information as shown on 
your return: 

• Your Social Security Number (or IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification Number) 

• Your Filing Status, (Single, Married Filing Joint Return, Married Filing Separate 
Return, Head of Household, or Qualifying Widow(er)) 

• The Refund amount (It is important to enter the refund amount exactly as it is sho 
on your return in order for our computer system to retrieve your data) 

Okay now, Where's My Refund ? 

Note: If you have trouble while using this application, please check the Requirements to 
make sure you have the correct browser software for this application to function properly 
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Refun 



Get Refund Status 

Please enter your Social Security Number, your filing status and the amount as shown on your tax return. 
*See our Privacy Notice regarding our request for your personal information. 



► 



Social Security Number 

or IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number shown on your tax return . 

► 

Filing Status 

Please select the Filing Status 
shown on your tax return . 



□ 

O Single 

O Married-Filing Joint Return 
O Married-Filing Separate Return 
O Head of Household 
O Qualifying Widow (er) 



► 

Refund Amount 

You must enter the exact whole dollar amount 

shown on your tax return . Providing the exact whole dollar 

amount is essential to receiving the correct response. 



► 



Note: For security reasons, we recommend that you close your browser after you have finished accessing your refun 



IRS Privacy and Security Policy 



1 of 1 



5/17/04 4:39 AM 



IRS-Refund Status-Get Refund Status 



https://sa.www4.irs.gov/irfof/lang/en/irfofgetstatus.jsp 



Internal Revenue Service Sg tol 



DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 



Daily 



Refund Home 



Get Refund Status 



Refund Help 



Refun 



Get Refund Status 

Please enter your Social Security Number, your filing status and the amount as shown on your tax return. 
*See our Privacy Notice regarding our request for your personal information. 



► 



Social Security Number 

or IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number shown on your tax return . 

► 

Filing Status 

Please select the Filing Status 
shown on your tax return . 



O Single 

O Married-Filing Joint Return 
O Married-Filing Separate Return 
O Head of Household 
O Qualifying Widow (er) 



► 

Refund Amount 

You must enter the exact whole dollar amount 

shown on your tax return . Providing the exact whole dollar 

amount is essential to receiving the correct response. 



► 



Note: For security reasons, we recommend that you close your browser after you have finished accessing your refun 
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E-FILE - A PROVEN ALTERNATIVE 

Filing a federal tax return electronically has never been simpler or more 
convenient. Twenty-five million taxpayers took advantage of IRS's e-file options last 
year. They learned that filing through an authorized practitioner, over the telephone or 
on-line is fast, safe and virtually error-proof. 

Beginning with the 1999 tax filing season, the IRS is launching a number of 
programs that will make e-filing even more rewarding. Two new taxpayer signature 
pilots will provide a totally paperless experience for some electronic filers. Also new 
this year, taxpayers filing electronically can pay any balance due with a credit card or 
direct debit from their checking or savings account. 

Aside from ease of filing, TeleFile, e-file using a practitioner, or e-file using a 
personal computer offer such benefits as: 

• Faster refunds: IRS e-file is the quickest way to get refunds. Taxpayers 
receive refunds in half the time as paper returns - even faster with direct 
deposit. 

• More accurate returns: IRS e-file returns are more accurate and reduce the 
chance of getting an error letter from the IRS. 

• Quick electronic confirmation: The IRS e-file options provide acknowledgment 
that the return has been accepted. The TeleFile system gives callers a 
confirmation number while they're on the phone to let them know that they have 
completed the filing of their returns. With e-filing, taxpayers know their return 
made it to the IRS. 

• Ease of payment: Form 1 040 e-filers with a balance due can pay their taxes 
with a credit card. Taxpayers using an authorized IRS e-file provider, tax 
preparation software or TeleFile can pay all or a portion of their tax bill by credit 
card using a touch-tone phone. Mastercard cards, American Express or 

Discover/NOVUS cards will be accepted. In almost all tax preparation software, 
taxpayers will be able to chose to pay by pre-authorizing a debit from a checking 
or savings account. Whatever the method of electronic payment, it is now 
easier than ever to file and pay at the same time-avoiding a trip to the post 
office. Taxpayers also have the opportunity to "file now and pay later." 



(more) 



-2- 

Taxpayers with a balance due can e-file in January, receive confirmation, then 
delay actual payment until April 15. 

• No paper: This year, eligible taxpayers will be able to sign their returns with an 
alternative method that eliminates the need to mail a paper signature to the IRS. 
The IRS is distributing over 8 million postcards with e-file Customer Numbers 
(ECN) to taxpayers who prepare their own returns using tax preparation software 
and file from their home computers. These taxpayers will use the ECN codes as 
their electronic signatures. In addition, approximately 8,100 practitioners will 
participate in a pilot where taxpayers will chose a Personal Identification Number 
to use when filing through a tax preparer. 

TELEFILE 

Nearly 6 million people learned last year that TeleFile, the IRS 1 telephone filing 
system, is the easiest way to file a return. Eligible TeleFile users receive a special tax 
package allowing them to file their taxes quickly and easily any hour of the day or night. 
Instead of tax forms, this package has a worksheet which becomes the TeleFile Tax 
Record and a personal identification (PIN) that acts as the taxpayer's signature. If 
there are are no changes to the name or address that the IRS has printed on the Tax 
Record and the taxpayer is otherwise eligible, TeleFile is the easiest way to file. Those 
who are due a refund may have it deposited directly to a checking or savings account. 

With a Touch-Tone phone, TeleFilers enter interest income, any unemployment 
compensation and wages, tax withheld and employer identification number from each 
W-2 Form. Those taking advantage of direct deposit also enter a bank routing number 
and account number. The telephone call takes about 10 minutes. The IRS figures the 
adjusted gross income, standard deduction, exemption, taxable income, tax, and any 
earned income credit. Plus any refund or tax due, while the taxpayer is on the phone. 
Refunds will be sent in half the time as a paper return-even earlier for direct deposit- 
and any tax due can be paid by April 15, 1999. 

This year, taxpayers in Indiana and Kentucky will be able to file both their federal 
and state returns with a single phone call using TeleFile. 

E-FILING USING A TAX PROFESSIONAL 

E-filing in which authorized participants send tax filing data for their clients to the 
IRS from their computers is available for balance due as well as refund returns. This 
means if taxpayers owe money, they can file returns earlier while still making tax 
payments by April 15, 1999. For refund taxpayers, e-filing means a faster refund, with 
the option of having it deposited directly into their bank accounts. 
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Taxpayers can prepare their own returns and have professionals e-file it, or they 
can have a professional prepare and e-file their returns. 

First tested in 1986, e-filing through a professional grew to over 17 million 
individual returns in 1998. 

Many taxpayers in 35 states and the District of Columbia can file their federal 
and state tax returns electronically in one transmission to the IRS. The IRS forwards 
the state data to the appropriate state tax authority. This federal-state electronic filing 
is available in Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin and the District of Columbia. Last 
year over 6 million e-filers filed their state returns with their federal returns. 

E-FILING USING A PERSONAL COMPUTER 

Taxpayers who have a modem and personal computer can e-file their tax returns 
directly from home. Participating tax preparation software programs or tax preparation 
Internet websites include an e-file option through a contract transmitter. 

To e-file from home, a taxpayer transmits a completed tax return file to a 
transmitter, which converts the file from the tax preparation software's or Internet 
services' format to the IRS's format. The transmitter then sends the converted return 
file to the IRS. The IRS will notify the taxpayer through the transmitter whether or not 
the retun is accepted. In 1998, nearly one million e-filers sent their returns via their 
home computers. 

Interested computer users can get a list of participating software companies 
through the IRS website at: www.irs.ustreas.gov or directly by modem at 703-321-8020. 
Through partnerships with the private sector, the IRS website also provides direct links 
to selected tax software firms' who offer low- or no-cost filing options. 

A PROVEN PRODUCT 

The benefits of e-file are clear. 

• a fast refund in half the time - even faster with direct deposit 

• faster processing and better accuracy 

• acknowledgment of receipt within 48 hours 
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One out of every 5 taxpayers chose e-filing last year. No matter which e-file 
method taxpayers select, the track record is proven - e-file provides secure, accurate, 
fast and easy income tax filing. 
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E-FILE A PROVEN ALTERNATIVE 

Filing a federal tax return electronically has never been simpler or more 
convenient. Twenty-five million taxpayers took advantage of IRS's e-file options last 
year. They learned that filing through an authorized practitioner, over the telephone or 
on-line is fast, safe and virtually error-proof. 

Beginning with the 1999 tax filing season, the IRS is launching a number of 
programs that will make e-filing even more rewarding. Two new taxpayer signature 
pilots will provide a totally paperless experience for some electronic filers. Also new 
this year, taxpayers filing electronically can pay any balance due with a credit card or 
direct debit from their checking or savings account. 

Aside from ease of filing, TeleFile, e-file using a practitioner, or e-file using a 
personal computer offer such benefits as: 

• Faster refunds: IRS e-file is the quickest way to get refunds. Taxpayers 
receive refunds in half the time as paper returns -- even faster with direct 
deposit. 

• More accurate returns: IRS e-file returns are more accurate and reduce the 
chance of getting an error letter from the IRS. 

• Quick electronic confirmation: The IRS e-file options provide acknowledgment 
that the return has been accepted. The TeleFile system gives callers a 
confirmation number while they're on the phone to let them know that they have 
completed the filing of their returns. With e-filing, taxpayers know their return 
made it to the IRS. 

• Ease of payment: Form 1040 e-filers with a balance due can pay their taxes 
with a credit card. Taxpayers using an authorized IRS e-file provider, tax 
preparation software or TeleFile can pay all or a portion of their tax bill by credit 
card using a touch-tone phone. Mastercard cards, American Express or 

Discover/NOVUS cards will be accepted. In almost all tax preparation software, 
taxpayers will be able to chose to pay by pre-authorizing a debit from a checking 
or savings account. Whatever the method of electronic payment, it is now 
easier than ever to file and pay at the same time-avoiding a trip to the post 
office. Taxpayers also have the opportunity to "file now and pay later." 
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Taxpayers with a balance due can e-file in January, receive confirmation, then 
delay actual payment until April 15. 

• No paper: This year, eligible taxpayers will be able to sign their returns with an 
alternative method that eliminates the need to mail a paper signature to the IRS. 
The IRS is distributing over 8 million postcards with e-file Customer Numbers 
(ECN) to taxpayers who prepare their own returns using tax preparation software 
and file from their home computers. These taxpayers will use the ECN codes as 
their electronic signatures. In addition, approximately 8,100 practitioners will 
participate in a pilot where taxpayers will chose a Personal Identification Number 
to use when filing through a tax preparer. 

TELEFILE 

Nearly 6 million people learned last year that TeleFile, the IRS' telephone filing 
system, is the easiest way to file a return. Eligible TeleFile users receive a special tax 
package allowing them to file their taxes quickly and easily any hour of the day or night. 
Instead of tax forms, this package has a worksheet which becomes the TeleFile Tax 
Record and a personal identification (PIN) that acts as the taxpayer's signature. If 
there are are no changes to the name or address that the IRS has printed on the Tax 
Record and the taxpayer is otherwise eligible, TeleFile is the easiest way to file. Those 
who are due a refund may have it deposited directly to a checking or savings account. 

With a Touch-Tone phone, TeleFilers enter interest income, any unemployment 
compensation and wages, tax withheld and employer identification number from each 
W-2 Form. Those taking advantage of direct deposit also enter a bank routing number 
and account number. The telephone call takes about 10 minutes. The IRS figures the 
adjusted gross income, standard deduction, exemption, taxable income, tax, and any 
earned income credit. Plus any refund or tax due, while the taxpayer is on the phone. 
Refunds will be sent in half the time as a paper return-even earlier for direct deposit- 
and any tax due can be paid by April 15, 1999. 

This year, taxpayers in Indiana and Kentucky will be able to file both their federal 
and state returns with a single phone call using TeleFile. 

E-FILING USING A TAX PROFESSIONAL 

E-filing in which authorized participants send tax filing data for their clients to the 
IRS from their computers is available for balance due as well as refund returns. This 
means if taxpayers owe money, they can file returns earlier while still making tax 
payments by April 15, 1999. For refund taxpayers, e-filing means a faster refund, with 
the option of having it deposited directly into their bank accounts. 
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Taxpayers can prepare their own returns and have professionals e-file it, or they 
can have a professional prepare and e-file their returns. 

First tested in 1986, e-filing through a professional grew to over 17 million 
individual returns in 1998. 

Many taxpayers in 35 states and the District of Columbia can file their federal 
and state tax returns electronically in one transmission to the IRS. The IRS forwards 
the state data to the appropriate state tax authority. This federal-state electronic filing 
is available in Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin and the District of Columbia. Last 
year over 6 million e-filers filed their state returns with their federal returns. 

E-FILING USING A PERSONAL COMPUTER 

Taxpayers who have a modem and personal computer can e-file their tax returns 
directly from home. Participating tax preparation software programs or tax preparation 
Internet websites include an e-file option through a contract transmitter. 

To e-file from home, a taxpayer transmits a completed tax return file to a 
transmitter, which converts the file from the tax preparation software's or Internet 
services 1 format to the IRS's format. The transmitter then sends the converted return 
file to the IRS. The IRS will notify the taxpayer through the transmitter whether or not 
the retun is accepted. In 1998, nearly one million e-filers sent their returns via their 
home computers. 

Interested computer users can get a list of participating software companies 
through the IRS website at: www.irs.ustreas.gov or directly by modem at 703-321-8020. 
Through partnerships with the private sector, the IRS website also provides direct links 
to selected tax software firms' who offer low- or no-cost filing options. 

A PROVEN PRODUCT 

The benefits of e-file are clear. 

• a fast refund in half the time -- even faster with direct deposit 

• faster processing and better accuracy 

• acknowledgment of receipt within 48 hours 
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One out of every 5 taxpayers chose e-filing last year. No matter which e-file 
method taxpayers select, the track record is proven - e-file provides secure, accurate, 
fast and easy income tax filing. 
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